Cardiac assist devices for end-stage heart failure.
Cardiac assist devices have become an important therapy for patients with end-stage cardiac failure. These devices continue to evolve. Most current devices provide temporary, left-sided support for patients with cardiogenic shock from postcardiotomy syndrome or for patients awaiting cardiac transplantation. The two most frequently used left ventricular assist devices as a bridge to transplant are the Thermocardiosystems (HeartMate I) and the Novacor devices. The selection criteria for the use of these devices and treatment of these patients will be reviewed. Additionally, other currently available devices and future devices are also presented and discussed.